W1LIO Silent Key 
By Dan Brown W1DAN 


Arline F. Berry, W1iLIO passed away Wednesday, April 21, 2010. She was 89 years 
old. At her previous request there were no 
services. Arline was a mover and driver for the 
Wellesley Amateur Radio Society for many 
decades and was involved with amateur radio for 
most of her life. 


Arline was a member of the WARS club for 
many years, a past president, net control 
operator for the WARS Net on Wednesday 
evenings as well as teacher of the club’s radio 
classes. Last year she moved from her home in 
Medfield to an assisted living center in Franklin, 
MA. This ended many years of her sponsoring 
the WARS Christmas parties, the Waltham 
Amateur Radio Association’s reunions as well as 
running the weekly WARS net. 


Of note was her long-term 
support for the Girl Scouts 
since her youth. Arline’s efforts 
reached local and national 
levels of the organization and 
included the creation and promotion of an amateur radio patch 
program. Girls would mail her a list of radio accomplishments and if 
the requirements were satisfied, she would mail a patch to them. 
There i is an neiecing ARRL page where Arline outlines the program 


My suggestion is that a girl completes all of the outlined requirements 
for each age level, or have passed an FCC Amateur Radio license exam. 
A Patch Consultant, usually a ham, or the Leader, determines if the 
requirements have been completed--which is the process for passing a 


Badge (http://www.arrl.org/a-qgirl-scout-patch) 


Arline recently earned a 70-year pin from the Girl Scouts for her support. Arline’s ham 
support exceeded the normal hobbyist level. W1LIO was seen at most ARRL New 
England Division conventions (i.e. Boxboro) promoting Girl Scouts or the YLRL 
organization. For a few years | brought Arline to the annual New England Division ARRL 
cabinet meetings so that she learned what the division’s concerns and goals were. 
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Arline’s father Raymond Brewer West Newton : Mass. — 


was an early ARRL member (possibly 
a charter member?) in the 1930’s, 
and had the call W1LIO until his 
death. In the 1990's, Arline finally 
obtained her ham license and 
eventually adopted her father’s call. 
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The spark in her ham 
career started early. Her dad 
would often let her (then called 
“Honey”- as seen on Figure 2) 
talk on the radio when she was 
a teenager. When she was 19, 
Arline joined the Eastern 
Massachusetts Amateur Radio 
Association in 1940 and 
attended their Field Day 
events as seen in Figure 4 and 
5. Arline became the 
secretary of the Waltham 

aa os Amateur Radio Association in 
1941. WARA incorporated in 1938. Was she a charter member? 
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Figure 4 1941 EMARA Field Day Gang (Arline is second from left) 


Figure 5 Field Day 1941 on Prospect Hill (Arline is top 


In an interview with W1LIO, Arline told me she brought 5 other women into the club 
and assisted in them obtaining their licenses. 


Figure 6 Arline (right) copying code in 1941 (from www.wara64.or alleries/g2/g2.htm 


Arline recalled the beginnings of World War II and the closing of the amateur radio 
bands by the FCC: 


| was on the air on December 7" and they came on the air and told us to 
get off....I'll never forget that...1 was talking with somebody and they 
came right on and...(interview 2003). 


During the war, Arline worked at Harvard 
University’s Radio Research department. She also 
spent time at MIT building power supplies and 
amplifiers. Interestingly, when Arline arrived for her 
first day of work at MIT, it turned out she already 
knew most of the people in the department as they 
all were hams from the area clubs! Arline’s future 
husband Don worked at Harvard’s Underwater 
Sound, and then at Radio Research. Arline later 
worked on internal antennas for airplanes at Radio 
Research. She told me she did not know theory well, 
but could build pretty much anything. 


Figure 7 Arline and future husband 
Don in 1942 


After marriage, Arline and her husband Don initially lived on Ash Street in Waltham 
(the same street | lived on in the mid 1990’s!), Later they commissioned a Techbuilt pre- 
fab house in Medfield in 1959 naming the modern-style home as “Hobby Hill”. Here they 
seta a family ou having two sons and made the most of woodworking and amateur 

: radio. Don was not a ham, 
but enjoyed shortwave 
listening, Hi-Fi (He was the 
chief technician of an early 
Boston Hi-Fi store), and the 
comraderie of local hams. 
However, in 1961, they 
moved to Seattle as Don 
got a job working for 


Boeing. They returned to their home in Medfield in the late 80s after his retirement. 


After her husband passed away from Alzheimer’s disease in the 1990s, Arline finally 
obtained ham her license as N1OMA in 1993. She renewed her radio activities with 
Running nets, sorting QSLs for the W1-QSL bureau where she pre-sorted cards 
alphabetically and managed the accounting of payment. She remained active in Women 
Radio Operators of New England and Young Ladie’s Radio League. In recent times, the 
Wellesley club enjoyed many WARS Christmas parties in her home and Arline always 
ran the amateur radio PR machine during Field Day. 


With the Wellesley Amateur 
Radio Society, Arline was a 
member for many years, holding 
the Presidency and other board 
titles. She often promoted the 
club, assisted with classes and 
most notably running the 
Wednesday night nets on the 
W1TKZ repeater for many years. 
Many people knew her voice from 
the net. | interviewed Arline on 
tape in 2003 and she recently 
helped me with a school paper. 
Before she moved to Franklin, 
Arline gave me her photos of the 
EMARA, WARA reunions and WARS reunions and a few early photos as seen here. The 
WARA memorabilia will be donated to the Waltham club. 


When Arline started having health problems, Pat W1HIV who lived nearby would 
often visit, assist her and run errands for her. Pat also helped to move Arline to Franklin 
and installed her ham station there. | wish to thank Pat for his hard work in assisting 
Arline. He did yeoman service. The passing of hams like Arline breaks the bond of 
continuity of early amateur radio with the present hobby. Many will miss W1LIO. 


In an email, Jack N1TPU TO Confirming QSO Date 
told me “Dan, am sorry to here 
that Arline has passed away. Time VESIGN RST 


She was a back bone of WARS FREQ RIG 


for many years and the club will nite 
miss a good ham.” PLEASE QSL ll 


Phil KQHI called me while in 
a Waltham club meeting to artine F. Berry W1LIO 


confirm the news. They are ec sai 
trying to re-assemble their Pani, MAGRO3S | — 
archives as Arline was an early Figure 10 Arline's 2009 QSL Card’ 


key member. | am interested in further information about Arline, her father, early EMARA 
and WARA history. Write to W1DAN at ARRL dot net. Thanks! 


(Copyright Dan Brown. Version 1, May 8, 2010, W1DAN is the president of the Wellesley Amateur Radio Society. 
This article may be freely distributed in its original PDF form as long as the author is credited.) 


